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show will probably be an online event.
Moreover, UKRAA has provided support

to schools and university departments on
educational projects. The current Covid re-
strictions make it difficult to plan for next
year. However, if UKRAA plans to attend
radio and astronomy shows, this will be an-
nounced this on the association’s website.
https://www.ukraa.com

UKRAA consists of a small group of vol-
unteers who design and make the astron-
omy products sold. In addition to official
UKRAA activities, trustees pursue their own
interests and observations.

This includes participation in the
European Conference on Amateur Radio
Astronomy (EUCARA) and the (US) Society
of Amateur Radio Astronomers (SARA).

https://tinyurl.com/y5taky5u
https://www.radio-astronomy.org

All net proceeds from the sale of UKRAA
products are spent on radio astronomy de-
velopment and outreach. The association
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does not have a ‘membership’ as such, like
the British Astronomical Association.

Nevertheless, UKRAA is always happy to
hear from interested hobbyists who may be
willing to join in.

UKRAA sells radio astronomy equip-
ment through its online store. Thereis an
extensive range of VLF Receiver equipment,
a magnetometer and E-Field equipment.
UKRAA is also an authorised distributor of
the Lab Jack U3-HV multifunction data ac-
quisition module, which is in widespread
use in the radio hobby community.

Last but not least, UKRAA also sells
books on radio astronomy suitable
for all levels.

[Andrew Thomas is a Trustee of UKRAA. His
long-standing interest in astronomy was
re-energised when he discovered amateur
radio astronomy. This was a chance en-
counter at a business conference with a self-
declared ‘amateur radio astronomer’. Before

Further Resources

+ Amold (2021): Radio and Radar Astronomy
Projects for Beginners (Springer: 2nd ed. 2021)

+ BAA (Radio Astronomy Group): VLF Observations:
https://www.britastro.org/node/20957
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(Marburg: beam Verlag [in German])
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+ Whitham Reeve Article Collection:
https://tinyurl.com/y2vizrzf

+ Wiessala, G. (2020) ‘Observing the Sun and ono-
sphere in VLF’ (RadioUser, December 2020: 34-38)

+ Reeve, W.D. (2010) Listening to the Sun’s Radio
Storms’ (RadioUser, March 2010: 34)

+-- (2019) ‘Monitoring LF Propagation with a
Software-Defined Radio Receiver':
https://tinyurl.com/y69y572a

+ RadioUser Reading List:
https://tinyurl.com/yxoyndx7

that, he had no idea that such things were
possible. Andrew enjoys building the instru-
ments needed for making observations and
encourage others to have a go. Not unlike
the editor, he currently observes VLF signals
(RadioUser, December 2020: 34), ionospher-
ic disturbances and occasionally meteors.
Andrew’s present project is to add a mag-
netometer to his observatory and observe
the impact on the Earth’s magnetic field of
the solar wind and coronal mass ejections.
The author wishes to convey his sincere
thanks to Dave Hilton for providing further
input to this article. Dave Hilton is also a
trustee of UKRAA. Electronics and astrono-
my have always been his favourite hobbies.
Following retirement after a career lectur-
ing in healthcare technology at Nottingham
University, Dave rekindled these interests. A
presentation at his local astronomy club by a
leading researcher from Jodrell Bank made
him realise how accessible radio astronomy
could be to the amateur — Ed.].
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